
Donner Summit 
Visitor Corridor
- Gould Park (West) Portal -

Upgrade Proposal



Design Items

• Park Design Update

• Signage Design

• Historic Board Schematics

• Points of Interest

• Artists Corner

• Riverfront Area

• Historic Buildings

• Sidewalk Repair

• Trail Path, Tiered Signage

Procedural

• Coordination with Placer County Planning

Agenda



Design Brief

Site Facts

• Named after James Gould and family who acquired land in 1860’s 
and subsequently developed several stone structures. 

• The 15.7 Acre Gould Park Site Area exists within the flood plain of 
the Yuba river, including riparian habitat, trails, and a small area of 
wetlands near the river. Its status as a passive park helps contribute 
to providing Placer County’s 5 acres of park land per 1000 
residents. No change of status or use is needed for the proposed 
improvements, which should be considered for CEQA negative 
declaration - in line with the original approval for the Park in 2004.

Existing Improvements

• Picnic tables, vault toilet, paved parking, plaque at Artists’ Corner, 
two historic stone structures, stone ruins, and informational signage

Proposed Improvements

• Donner Summit Association (DSA) has proposed improvements: as 
rockery walls/ new naturalistic landing and pathways to delineate 
Artists’ Corner, new picnic tables, bike station and informational 
signage near parking lot on south side of River. Also, new pathways 
and signage connecting points of interest along both sides of the 
River. 

• Informational signage to include historic, ecological, and 
Recreational context (Loch Leven, Big Bend, Rattlesnake Road)

Gould Park Area



Constraints

North Side Parking

• Not currently allowed under use agreement….

Flood Plain

• Within CEQA 2004 agreement, Park is designated for passive use 
and much of the site lies within the 100 year flood plain of the South 
Yuba river. 

• Structural Considerations

Local Residents Engagement

Placer County Perspective

• Was there there previously approved parking at Fruit Stand?

Sidewalk and Access

• Sidewalk across bridge is dilapidated and does not avail itself to 
safe access to all site amenities, is there an opportunity to align with 
improvements for this?

Gould Park Area



Opportunities 
and Issues
Accessibility Opportunities

• What are main actions to get started with 
design and implementation?

• Engineering for Artists’ Corner landing

• Opening up use to the Artists’ Corner, Gift 
Shop/ Fruit stand and Ruins as an accessible 
interpretive journey

• ADA Accessible parking to provide access to 
the North

Issues

• Or, Rehabilitate Pathway from South

• Sidewalk is out of the scope of the Park, and 
an opportunity for Placer County Public Works



Park Design 
Update

Gould Park Area
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Points of Interest
Artists’ Corner



Points of Interest
Artists’ Corner Objectives

• Preserve Susan’s Spot Plaque

• Expand landing(s) with accessible paths and 
seating

• Add new directional signage

• Add rockery walls to buttress flat landings and 
pathways

• Address ADA path of Travel- what is approved, 
what’s in place. Equal access to north trails

Next Steps

• Develop plan for landings for review with 
Placer County including intended grades

• Upon Design Approval, conduct land survey to 
develop grading approach

• JKAE to develop approach for Access-
broach this subject with county (ADA 
parking)



Points of Interest
Gift Shop/ Fruit 
Stand



Opportunities -
Sidewalk Connection

REPAIR SIDEWALK 
AT BRIDGE



Points of Interest
Gift Shop/ Fruit 
Stand Objectives

• Preserve Historic Buildings

• Connect this to other Points of Interest 
throughout site

• Align/ Augment Signage to include new Gould 
Park and ‘Donner Summit Visitor Corridor’

ACCESSIBILTY

Next Steps

• Coordination with Placer County Planning

• Propose accessible parking improvements at 
Gift Shop to connect to trail system via 
crosswalk

• In person meeting 3/27



Points of Interest
Ruins



Points of Interest
Ruins Objectives

• Preserve Ruins as part of ‘Donner Summit 
Visitor Corridor’

• Connect this to other Points of Interest 
throughout site

• Create new signage (informational kiosk at 
main parking lot, directional only at the ruins)

• Picnic Area

Next Steps

• Develop trail paths to coincide with ruins and 
existing pathways

• Coordination with Placer County Planning



Points of Interest
Riverfront Area



Points of Interest
Riverfront Area



Signage

Informational Displays

• Draw visitors close to river with a passive 
‘landing’

• Sign Type 2 = 3 Legged Display Boards,          
6 Total Panels Each

Local/ Historic Theming

• Develop more detailed site plan to find best 
view area for bench and picnic tables

• Coordination with Placer County Planning



Bike Trailhead

Cyclists Embarking from Existing 

Parking Lot

• Popular Out-and-Back Ride to Donner Summit 
and Truckee

Equipment

• Bike Stand

• Simple tools including allen wrenches, philips
and flat head screwdrivers, box wrenches, and 
tire levers

• Pump for tires



Next Steps

Design Team Development

• Look at specific grading and placement of 
pathways within forested areas of parkiDevelop
signage themes

• Identify picnic amenities-

• Wooden Tables (similar to Truckee 
Donner Land Trust) 

Jurisdiction - Procedural

• Coordination with Placer County Planning

• Kyle (Parks and Recreation – Gould Park 
site improvements and maintenance, 
discuss current plans)

• Sit down with Erica, Casey ,and Kyle to 
review preliminary designs towards end of 
March

• Team to share tentative subjects for signs

• Placer County Maintenance Improvement 
Program



Logistics
CEQA Context

• Work will be within conformance with former 
CEQA approvals for park

Funding Opportunities

• Potential Donors

• Susan Cooley Gilliam Husband – Bob Gilliam

• Rattlesnake Campground

• Park funds – $90k

• Placer County O+M

Schedule

• Placer County Summer Plan  

• Opportunity for Quick Strike Alignment

• DSA Work party for light work such as trail



THANK YOU!
Jkaedesign.com



Signage Board 
Themes

- Gould Park (West) Portal -



Story Boards

• Red Mountain

• Auburn Ski Club

• Auburn Ski Club – Boat Sled

• Cisco

• Cisco Grove

• Donner Summit Historical Society

• Native Americans

Signage Board Themes



Red Mountain

Informational Displays

• Historical Pictures

• Map for people to visit

• Purpose of the fire lookout

• Call to Cisco, telegraph to fire trains on 
standby

• First telephone in California

• Include story that 65 million years ago this was 
an island in the pacific



Auburn Ski Club

Informational Displays

• Established at Baxter, moved to Cisco Grove

• Responsible for popularization of winter sports. 
How that was done with stories as the ski 
jumps at Berkley and Treasure Island.

• Wendell Robie

• Pictures of ski hill



Auburn Ski Club
Boat Sled

Informational Displays

• What is was and note that it is still there on the 
mountain side



Cisco

Informational Displays

• Cisco was “end of track”  during construction of 
the tunnels over Donner Summit.  Upper and 
Lower 

• Cisco was a town of several thousand people.

• Flesh out the story but mostly historical 
pictures.



Cisco

Informational Displays
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Cisco Grove

Informational Displays

• Historical pictures, purpose of Cisco Grove

• What happened to it and why.

• Talk about the various communities and 
mention the many inns.

• Include information from the Gould Family

• Maybe tell the story of the gold and the murder 
at Rainbow?  Or Include Rainbow Tavern on 
this sign as an e.g. of inns.

• The coming of I-80 and its effects
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Donner Summit 
Historical Society
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Donner Summit 
Native Americans


